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col·or
/ˈkələr/
noun

The property possessed by an object of producing different sensations on the eye 
as a result of the way the object reflects or emits light.



The world of color is very subjective and its perception will depend on the light and 
its refraction and reflection on the objects in a given space.

Color is important. Color can help you or your customers to identify an object, a 
sign, a brand, a name, etc. Color can trigger emotions or evoke feelings in your 
target audience. One of the things people will remember is what they felt or 
thought when the saw your brand for the first time. If we add that to the 
experience of using your product or service is the perfect combination to create 
loyal customers or even fans of your brand.

As the first step to awake and feed your creativity you need to learn the basics 
about color, this way you will get familiar with concepts and technical words, hence, 
we will speak the same language. You will be able to understand what other people 
might tell you when working in your brand identity design or in the production 
process of the digital or printed communications to promote your brand or 
business.

Let’s begin!



It is good just to go back to basics to learn and understand better any topic. 
Sometimes it works as a refresher and some others we get new information; it 
works very well either way. These concepts and explanations we are going to 
review, will give you the tools to better handle color in your life, to add value to 
your design and ultimately to your brand identity.

Color Classification

Colors are classified as primary, secondary and tertiary. We will have them in the 
color wheel and there they have a special relationship that we can keep in mind 
when creating something unique.

Color Basics



Primary Colors:
The primary colors are the foundation or 
root of all other colors. They are the pure 
pigments and from their combination we 
can get other colors. They are red, yellow 
and blue.

Secondary colors:
The secondary colors are the result of 
combining two primary colors. They are 
purple (red + blue), green (yellow + blue) 
and orange (red + yellow).

Tertiary colors:
The tertiary colors come from the 
combination of one primary color with a 
secondary color. They are red-violet, 
red-orange, yellow-orange, yellow-green, 
blue-green, blue-violet.

Color Wheel



Color Properties

Another way of classifying colors is based on their properties like hue, intensity, value, 
tone and temperature.

Hue: 
Is the main property of a color, it is the dominant color family. It is used to give the 
name to the pure color whether is primary, secondary or tertiary. It is important to 
know that pure black, pure white and pure gray don’t have a hue and they are not in 
the color wheel. 
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Intensity: 
It is the degree of saturation or purity of the color . It makes the color dull (less 
saturated) or bright (more saturated). The more intense the color brighter it will be.

Value: 
The value of the color relates to the lightness or darkness of it. We have two types 
of value: tint and shade.
 •Tint: describes colors with a value close to white. A true tint does not 
content gray or black. To obtain a tint you will add only pure white to the hue. For 
example, pink is a tint of red

 •Shade: describes colors with a value close to black. To obtain a shade you 
will only add pure black to the hue. For example, maroon is a shade of red.



Tone: 
It describes colors to which we have added pure gray (pure white + pure black). This 
mix will tone down the color, it will be less vibrant and it can have lighter or darker 
values.

Temperature: 
Based on this property we can have warm and cool colors. The temperatures come 
from the visual appreciation of the colors and the effect they may have when used. 
 •Warm colors are vivid, bold and overwhelming. You will identify the warm 
colors on the yellow to red side of the color wheel, 
 •Cool colors: are calmed, soothing in nature and not overpowering. You will 
see the cool colors from the purple to green side of the color wheel. 
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Color Relationships

As mentioned before the color wheel shows the relationship among colors in a 
simple way. It means that you can take advantage of how colors relate to each other 
to create combinations or schemes in your designs. This will have a good effect on 
the audience and will become a part of your brand identity.

We have different types of relationships such as monochromatic, complementary, 
analogues and triad.

Monochromatic: 
We will have one color or hue in relationship with its variations in shades and tints 
allowing you to broaden your choice within one color choice.
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Complementary: 
Complementary colors are found one in front of the other on the color wheel. They 
are opposites, create a sharp contrast and clear differentiation between elements in 
a design.

We will have two variances:
 •Split-complementary: the chosen color will complement with other two 
opposites that are separated from each other equally spaced.
 •Double-complementary: we will have two sets of complementary colors and 
the separation among them will affect the contrast of the overall composition. 
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Analogues: 
Also known as harmonious colors are adjacent to each other on the color wheel. 
They might be separated by one segment of the wheel. One color will be the 
dominant, other will support and the other will accent the design.

Triad: 
Three hues equally separated on the color wheel. They will be bright and dynamic, 
creating contrast and harmony simultaneously making your design to pop. 

Analogues
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There are two main color systems and each has different set of primary colors. 
When you combine each set it will generate other colors by adding or subtracting 
light.
 

Additive Color System

This system is also known as RGB. RGB stands for Red, Green and Blue whic are 
the primary colors in this system. When we combine these three colors in the same 
proportion the result is pure white (light), therefore, this system works adding light 
to the colors making them lighter and brighter.

This system is used by TVs, screen, cameras and projectors.

Color Systems



This is important because when you are creating elements that will be used only in 
digital media you must have them done in the compatible color system and this 
way they keep their properties. Also, it is important to keep this in mind because 
the colors printed will never look the same as they do on your screen as they work 
in two different systems.

Subtractive Color System

This system is also known as CMYK. CMYK stands for Cyan, Magenta, Yellow (the 
primary colors of this sytem) and Key (Black). When we combine these colors the 
final result is black (you will need to add black to obtain true black). This system 
works subtracting light from the color making it darker and duller. 

RGB System



This system is widely used in the printing industry, this is why we recommend 
converting the file you will send toprint to CMYK and this way you get the colors 
you are expecting as accurate as possible, if not the printing will be completely 
different.

PANTONE® Color System

There is a third color system that has become the gold standard in the design 
industry as it is the PANTONE® color system. One curious fact is that every year 
PANTONE® picks a color that will be the trend in the fashion and design industry 
that year. For example in 2018 was PANTONE Ultra Violet and in 2019 is 
PANTONE Living Coral.

CMYK System



PANTONE® has developed two main systems one for printing and packaging and 
other for fashion and product design. Each system has its coding specifically made 
to easily identify them. They have kept in mind that colors might change depending 
on the material on which are produced and this explains why and how they have 
developed their systems, making easier to achieve the desired color.

The system for printing and packaging is recommended for brand guidelines, 
printed materials, signage, web and app design and packaging. . The codes they use 
are C and U. C stands for coated and is meant to be printed in coated papers for 
gloss finish (like a magazine), it will be sharp and the ink will stay on top of the paper 
preventing bleeding. U stands for uncoated and is meant to be printed in uncoated 
paper (letterheads or common paper) that has more pours, the absorption of the ink 
is more and the finish is duller and not as sharp. There are a wide variety of colors 
such as core colors, metallics, pastels, neon, etc.



In the sign industry, when custom color painting signs, the paint color can be 
matched to the specific PANTONE® your logo or brand identity has. Therefore it is 
important to keep this in mind when designing your logo or working in your brand 
identity.

The system for fashion and product design is better if used for apparel, consumer 
tech, industrial design, beauty, and soft and hard home. These recommendations if 
considered will allow you to have a better color match with the PANTONE® chart 
that you are using.

They have designed Color Bridge, a chart that can help you match PANTONE® with 
its closest CMYK color for printing. Nowadays with the new design software in the 
market you can use the PANTONE® chart directly while working in the computer in 
your design for printing or other production media.



Color, beautiful isn’t it?

Now you are a SME (subject matter expert). Now you speak “color”. This is 
awesome and I am happy you got until this point. Congratulations!

You understand its technicalities, how versatile color may be and how to use it 
accordingly to create designs that can be used in any platform without losing it 
essence and identity. People will see a consistent message and will remember your 
brand or business.

Thanks you for reading, until next time

Rosella
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